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Yigit Engin, Alvaro Ortiz and Tomasa Rodrigo. BBVA Cross Emerging Markets Unit and Garanti Economics 

The shiny days of the Assad regime are left behind, but the final resolution of the conflict is far from 
being near. Despite the rebels are gaining momentum and Turkish new military support will help the 
coalition forces to fight against Jihadists, the increasing presence of Russian military raises some 
concerns. Yet, recent news indicates that Russia is expanding the regime’s airbase in Latakia. There are 
several reasons for the Russian movement such as defense, deterrence and regional influence. What is 
clear is that any particular initiative will have to face now the military forces of Russia.   

                                                                                   The increasing presence of Russian forces 
 

Since the beginning of the Syrian war, Russia has 
supplied the Assad regime with military equipment, 
weaponry and intelligence. However, the Russian 
participation in the conflict is increasing and its 
military deployment in Syria is becoming more 
evident, particularly since countries like Bulgaria 
and Greece banned the Russian supply flights to 
Syria. In fact:  
 
- The Americans suspect that Russia might have 
deployed construction units to accommodate 
Russian soldiers. 
 

 - Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov said (last 13 
September) that Russian specialists would accompany 
the supplied equipment. He also reiterated that 
Russian military’s support to Assad regime would 
continue.  
    
- The satellite images show the potential expansion 
of the airbase in Latakia province (Syria).  

 
This would imply that Russia could open an air corridor from Russia to Syria if Iraq opens its airspace to Russia 
(as Iran will presumably allow Russian planes to cross its airspace). Therefore, Russian military shipments can 
become bolder in terms of amount and quality in the coming period.  
 
Reasons behind the increasing russian presence: defense, deterrence and influence  
 
There are several reasons for the increasing Russian involvement on the Syrian War: defense, deterrence and 
influence: 
 
- Defense: For Russia, the Syrian government is essential to defeat terrorist groups that directly threaten 
Russia. The Russian support would try to contain al-Nusra (an al-Qaeda affiliate) in the north and to change the 
balance of power as long as it favors the rebels in Aleppo, Hama and Homs (key cities for Damascus). Last, any 
rebel attack in Latakia or Tartus, will be contested with increasing Russian support. 
 

- Deterrence: By increasing its military presence and deploying personnel, the Kremlin shows that it is ready 
to afford overseas operations and military aid. Moreover, Russia also signaled that it would not be in a watch 
and see position whilst Bashar al-Assad is on the brink of losing all of his powers. Hence, Russia is showing the 
enemies of the regime that the price of a military operation to remove Bashar al-Assad can be high. In this 
sense, some initiatives such as the Turkish ‘’safe zone’’ will become more risky. 
 

- Influence: Given the increasing weakness of Assad regime and the recent movements by Turkey (‘’safe zone’’), 
France (which initiated reconnaissance air operations) and Australia (it will join the air coalition), Russia is now 
announcing that the future of Syria and the Middle East will have to count with the Russian opinion and that 
they are still able to have presence in several scenarios (Ukraine and Middle East) simultaneously.  
 
Summing up  
 
As mentioned in our previous note (Syria: An update of the conflict), the Syrian crisis is far from over and it will 
have to take into account the proxy participants. Russia has just announced that it wants to participate either in 
the perpetuation or resolution of the conflict. What is sure is that any initiative by individual countries or 
coalitions will face now the Russian forces. 
  

https://www.bbvaresearch.com/en/publicaciones/syria-an-update-of-the-conflict/
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 DISCLAIMER 

This document has been prepared by BBVA Research Department, it is provided for information purposes only and expresses 

data, opinions or estimations regarding the date of issue of the report, prepared by BBVA or obtained from or based on 

sources we consider to be reliable, and have not been independently verified by BBVA. Therefore, BBVA offers no warranty, 

either express or implicit, regarding its accuracy, integrity or correctness. 

Estimations this document may contain have been undertaken according to generally accepted methodologies and should be 

considered as forecasts or projections. Results obtained in the past, either positive or negative, are no guarantee of future 

performance. 

This document and its contents are subject to changes without prior notice depending on variables such as the economic 

context or market fluctuations. BBVA is not responsible for updating these contents or for giving notice of such changes. 

BBVA accepts no liability for any loss, direct or indirect, that may result from the use of this document or its contents. 

This document and its contents do not constitute an offer, invitation or solicitation to purchase, divest or enter into any 

interest in financial assets or instruments. Neither shall this document nor its contents form the basis of any contract, 

commitment or decision of any kind.  

In regard to investment in financial assets related to economic variables this document may cover, readers should be aware 

that under no circumstances should they base their investment decisions in the information contained in this document. 

Those persons or entities offering investment products to these potential investors are legally required to provide the 

information needed for them to take an appropriate investment decision. 

The content of this document is protected by intellectual property laws. It is forbidden its reproduction, transformation, 

distribution, public communication, making available, extraction, reuse, forwarding or use of any nature by any means or 

process, except in cases where it is legally permitted or expressly authorized by BBVA. 

 


